
Forest Gate Home Owners Associa2on Annual Mee2ng 

December 20, 2021 

Board members in a-endance:  Jim Gardner, John Litzenberger, Dave McKenzie, 
and Kris<ne Strauch 

Opening Remarks 

Jim began the mee<ng at 6:08 p.m. by welcoming those in a-endance and 
thanking the new board volunteers.  He men<oned that, due to COVID 
precau<ons, there were no in-person mee<ngs of the board in 2021.  All issues 
were handled through email correspondence. 

There were few complaints this past year.  The board did resolve some concerns 
with the Forest Gate monument that resides on the west end of Shipman Lane. 
Because it sits on personal property (Mack Sharp, Lot 3), an agreement was signed 
between him and the HOA to address maintenance access.  The HOA pays for the 
electricity to light up the signage and mows the property around the monument.  
In previous years, the board hired someone to mow, but that person had moved 
on.  Jim has been doing it himself as a courtesy, since there’s limited effort. 

Budget Review and Approval 

Jim stated that the HOA’s expenses for 2021 included rou<ne annual expenses to 
include electricity for monument ligh<ng, website domain, insurance and 
remaining in good standing with the CO Secretary of State. 

Bob Kenny asked why there is an extra $1000 above the $2500 kept in the HOA’s 
financial reserves.  Jim explained that it’s money due to Force Broadband that’s 
being held back while awai<ng a repair.  During the installa<on of the fiber op<c 
cable, a survey pin was damaged/removed on a resident’s property.  Ron 
Torgerson has made mul<ple a-empts to contact FBB about doing a new survey, 
but has not been responsive.  Jim has reached out to the company to ask for the 
repairs to be completed.  If FBB does not pay for the new survey, the board will 
retain the $1000 and hire the work to be done. 

There is also an extra $40 in the budget from Larry Morgan.  He donated the 
money for trail maintenance.  It was not used and will be credited to him for 
annual dues.  



Elaine Kenny stated that, per law, the $2500 kept in reserve for our HOA must be 
shown as an escrow (within the budget). Gregg will look into the requirement. 

HOA dues for 2022 are $30 per lot.  The mee<ng a-endees took a vote and the 
budget was passed unanimously. Invoices will be sent out for payment. 

2022 Board Members 

Seventeen votes were cast for incoming board members by those in a-endance 
and via proxy.  The following men were elected unanimously:  Mal Johnson, Craig 
Meeks, and Gregg Brumburgh.  The new board posi<ons are: 

President-John Litzenberger 
Vice President-Mal Johnson 
Treasurer-Gregg Brumburgh 
Secretary-Kris<ne Strauch 
Member at Large-Craig Meeks 

New Business 

Non-resident drivers speeding through the neighborhood con<nues to be a 
problem.  Unfortunately, a-empts to get the county or sheriff’s department to do 
something about it have been unsuccessful.  Shipman and Shaugnessy are county 
roads and cannot be closed off for safety reasons.  Speed bumps were also ruled 
out because of poten<al issues with county snow plows. 

Jim has also tried contac<ng the county to learn more about the 25’ trail 
easement along Vollmer Road, but has not been able to speak to anyone directly.   
Bob Kenny stated that, based on documents on the Parks Dept website, there is 
no current plan.  He also men<oned that the county’s online transporta<on plan 
indicates that Vollmer will not be widened north of the Sterling Ranch 
developments within the next 20 years. 

Jim men<oned that Terry Stokka with the Black Forest Preserva<on Group is a 
great source of informa<on for ac<vity impac<ng the Black Forest community.  If 
you wish to receive Terry’s emails, just send him an email at 
terry@friendsoglackforest.org and ask to be added to his mailing list. 

mailto:terry@friendsofblackforest.org


Informa<on regarding our Neighborhood Watch and Firewise programs can be 
found on the HOA website forestgatehoa.org.  

If asked, the Black Forest Fire Department will come to residents’ homes and do 
an assessment of the property and suggest ways to minimize fire risk.  For a fee, 
the CO Forest Service in Woodland Park will also assess your lot and examine the 
health of your trees. 

Mal spoke about a $10,000 grant that the Firewise Commi-ee can qualify for from 
the Forest Service to be used towards mi<ga<on efforts.  The neighborhood would 
spend any money first and then be reimbursed from the grant.  Both labor from 
residents and equipment rental would count towards money spent.  The 
commi-ee will meet and decide within the next two months what op<ons there 
are to get approval for the grant this coming year. 

Mal also stated that the well meter repor<ng has gone well since residents have 
been allowed to take and submit photos of their meters.  Historically there has 
been at least one lot owner who has exceeded their allowed amount, but it has 
been minimally over.  Our neighborhood is in excellent standing regarding our 
water usage. 

The mee<ng was adjourned at 7:07 p.m. 

Respecjully submi-ed, 
Kris<ne Strauch, Secretary


